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increases our investment in cybersecu-
rity through a Cybersecurity National
Action Plan. This Plan includes retir-
ing outdated Federal information tech-
nology (IT) systems that were designed
in a different age and increasingly are
vulnerable to attack, reforming the
way that the Federal Government
manages and responds to cyber threats,
and recruiting the best cyber talent. It
will also help strengthen cybersecurity
in the private sector and the digital
ecosystem as a whole, enhancing cyber
education and making sure companies
and consumers have the tools they
need to protect themselves. But many
of our challenges in cybersecurity re-
quire bold, long-term commitments to
change the way we operate in an in-
creasingly digital world. That is why,
to complement these steps, I am also
creating a commission of experts to
make recommendations for enhancing
cybersecurity awareness and protec-
tions inside and outside of Govern-
ment, protecting privacy, and empow-
ering Americans to take better control
of their digital security.

To ensure security at home, we must
also demonstrate leadership around the
world. Strong leadership means not
only a wise application of military
power, but also rallying other nations
behind causes that are right. It means
viewing our diplomacy and develop-
ment efforts around the world as an es-
sential instrument of our national se-
curity strategy, and mobilizing the pri-
vate sector and other donors alongside
our foreign assistance to help achieve
our global development and climate
priorities. The Budget supports this vi-
sion with funding for effective global
health programs to fight HIV/AIDS,
malaria, and other illnesses; assistance
for displaced persons and refugees, in-
cluding from Syria; and expanding edu-
cational opportunities for girls, among
many other critical development ini-
tiatives.

As we make these investments to
meet our greatest challenges, we are
also working to build a 21st Century
Government that delivers for the
American people. The Budget supports
efforts to make the Federal Govern-
ment more efficient and effective,
through smarter IT delivery and pro-
curement, improving digital services,
eliminating outdated regulations, and
recruiting and retaining the best tal-
ent. It also invests in a new approach
to working in local communities, one
that disrupts an outdated, top-down
approach, and makes our efforts more
responsive to the ideas and concerns of
local citizens. The Budget supports the
use of data and evidence to drive pol-
icymaking, so the Federal Government
can do more of what works and stop
doing what does not.

The Budget is a roadmap to a future
that embodies America’s values and as-
pirations: a future of opportunity and
security for all of our families; a rising
standard of living; and a sustainable,
peaceful planet for our kids. This fu-
ture is within our reach. But just as it
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took the collective efforts of the Amer-
ican people to rise from the recession
and rebuild an even stronger economy,
so will it take all of us working to-
gether to meet the challenges that lie
ahead.

It will not be easy. But I have never
been more optimistic about America’s
future than I am today. Over the past
seven years, I have seen the strength,
resilience, and commitment of the
American people. I know that when we
are united in the face of challenges, our
Nation emerges stronger and better
than before. I know that when we work
together, there are no limits to what
we can achieve. Together, we will move
forward to innovate, to expand oppor-
tunity and security, and to make our
Nation safer and stronger than ever be-
fore.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 9, 2016.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 256 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. RIBBLE) at 3 o’clock and 3
minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

COMMISSION ON CARE FINAL
REPORT DEADLINE EXTENSION

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 4437) to extend the dead-
line for the submittal of the final re-
port required by the Commission on
Care.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4437

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF DEADLINE FOR SUB-
MITTAL OF FINAL REPORT BY COM-
MISSION ON CARE.

Section 202(b)(3)(B) of the Veterans Access,
Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 (Pub-
lic Law 113-146; 128 Stat. 1773) is amended by
striking ‘““Not later than 180 days after the
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date of the initial meeting of the Commis-
sion’ and inserting ‘“Not later than June 30,
2016"".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to add any extraneous ma-
terial on H.R. 4437.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4437, a bill that I am honored to spon-
sor, to extend the deadline for the sub-
mittal of the final report that is re-
quired by the Commission on Care.

The Veterans Access, Choice, and Ac-
countability Act, which Congress
passed in 2014 in response to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs’ crisis
that saw far too many veterans waiting
too long for the care that they needed,
required the establishment of a Com-
mission on Care to examine veteran ac-
cess to care and recommend how to
best organize the VA healthcare sys-
tem over the next 20 years.

The law required the Commission to
develop a final report 180 days after
their first meeting, or by February 20,
2016.

However, the Commission has re-
quested that Congress extend the re-
porting deadline to June in order to
provide the commissioners more time
to develop their findings and rec-
ommendations. As such, H.R. 4437
would extend the Commission’s final
reporting deadline to June 30 of this
year.

The Commission’s work is vitally im-
portant to determining the future of
the VA healthcare system, and I am
proud to sponsor this bill to allow the
commissioners more time to carry out
their mission on behalf of our Nation’s
veterans.

I urge all my colleagues to support
H.R. 4437, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4437, of which I am an original cospon-
sor.

When the Congress passed and the
President signed into law the Veterans
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act
of 2014, we included a section requiring
an independent assessment of the hos-
pital care, medical services, and other
health care furnished in medical facili-
ties of the VA. We also established a
Commission on Care to examine the ac-
cess of veterans to health care from the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-22T08:39:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




